
Sunday, December 18, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Rev. Sara Gorman 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
You have a place at God’s table.  You have a place here.



 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Announcements 
Choir:  Come, Emmanuel 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Hymn:  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning (Verse 4) 



Week 4: Lighting the Fourth Candle 
 Blessed are you, God of love, for you promised to send a Son, 

Emmanuel, for us. You promised to be there for us when we 
mess up, no matter how bad, because you love us that much.  

 As we light this candle, love us even more than you already do; 
and make our faith stronger. Bring us back to fullness and give 
us life, that we may be whole. Oh house of David, come  

C let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be 
with us. Amen.  

Please stand. 

GATHERING SONG:  Canticle of the Turning (723) 



 
 



GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

KYRIE (tune Silent Night) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 
C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 

abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 



The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

READING:  Isaiah 7:10-16 
P A reading from Isaiah 

10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your 
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz 
said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13Then 
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

P The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON  
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  Here I Am Lord (574) 



CREED  
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

Please stand. 



PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
During this time of care and caution, we are not passing the offering plate, but we 
continue to give out of thankful and generous hearts. We offer a prayer for these gifts 
that we return to the one who is the giver of all good things.  

A Let us pray, 
C Eternal God, 
 you make the desert bloom 
 and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
 Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
 and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
 for all in need of your healing and justice. 
 We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Sung Words of Institution    
Eucharistic Liturgy set to O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

L The God of grace be here with you. 
C The God of grace be also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts in thanks and praise. 
 Our hearts and hopes to God we raise. 
C Rejoice! Rejoice! For holy is the Lord, 
 On earth and in the heav’nly heights adored. 



  

L When Jesus sat at table with his friends, 
 He took the bread, and blessing it, he said: 
 “This is my body, offered for you; 
 Take, eat, this meal of grace and truth.” 
C Rejoice! Rejoice! We share this living bread, 
 And seek a day when all shall be fed. 
  

L When supper ended, Jesus took the cup. 
 He blessed it and he raised it up. 
 “This cup is life poured out for you. 
 My promise to make all things new.” 
C Rejoice! Rejoice! We share the cup of peace 
 With those who thirst for justice and release. 
  
L O Spirit, fire of hope sent from above 
 Unite us in salvation and love. 
 Bless these, your gifts of bread and wine 
 And fill us with your joy divine. 
C Rejoice! Rejoice! We share this meal 
 And bless our God, who feeds and heals. 

Congregations and other worshiping communities are welcome to use this eucharistic song as fits their own contexts. Please credit in the bulletin or 
projection: © 2019 Rev. Melissa A. Bills. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C Amen. 
The assembly may be seated. 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to the Lord's table. You do not need to be a member of this 
congregation nor a Lutheran. Communion is a gift from God for the people of God, no 
matter where they are on their faith journey.  
Gluten-free bread is available, as is grape juice.  If you have questions about Baptism, 
Holy Communion, or faith, please take a moment and speak with the pastor. 

COMMUNION SONGS 



Choir:  This Peaceful Night 
Love Divine All Loves Excelling (631) 



Comfort, Comfort Now My People (256) 

 



Please stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
C Faithful God, 
 in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
 bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
 As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy 
mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, 

 coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES IN THE CONGREGATION 
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
P Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of 

Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in 
God’s mission for the life of the world. We are called to that 
mission in our daily lives and in the ministries we share as the 
church of God. 

Today it is our privilege to recognize and support those who 
are engaged in the work of this congregation, especially those 
who have been training to be Stephen Ministers. 

Trainers and ministers are invited to the front. 



The presiding minister addresses those who are beginning or continuing their service. 
P Sisters and brother, both your work and your rest are in God. 

Will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in gratitude to God and in service to others, 
as you carry out the ministry of Stephen Ministry in this 
congregation? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P People of God, I ask you:  Will you support these your sisters 
and brothers in their service, and will you share in the mutual 
ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 

I invite you to extend a hand in blessing.  

P Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for all who respond to the call to serve in your name. 
Give them joy and fulfillment, care and guidance in their tasks. 
Help us all to give willingly and to receive thankfully the gifts of 
ministry, that your name may be glorified, your people live in 
peace, and your will be done; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



The assembly stands. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
P God the eternal Word, 
 who dwells with us in Jesus, 
 and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
 ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

SENDING SONG: Blessed Be the God of Israel (250) 



DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Important Announcements 
Check the weekly email (contact office.redeemerplymouth@gmail.com to subscribe) or our 

website (redeemerplymouth.org) for a complete list of announcements and community events 
 

  Join us for Midweek Advent Worship 
  
 Wednesday, December 21–11:00am & 6:30pm 
 

Christmas Eve Worship - Saturday, December 24 
3:30pm      6:00pm      8:00pm 

Christmas Day Worship - Sunday, December 25 
10:00am 

SAVE THE DATES! 
2023 Budget Review Meeting - Sunday, January 8, 10:15am 

2023 Budget Approval Meeting - Sunday, January 15, 10:15am 
Annual Congregation Meeting - Sunday, January 29, 10:30am 

Confirmation Education Meeting & Dinner, Wednesday, January 4, 6:30pm 
RSVP by January 3  

Students in grades 6-8 (and their grownups) are asked to attend this informational 
meeting.  RSVP to the church office 920-892-7431 or office@redeemerplymouth.org  

Calling All High School Youth!  Join us Sunday, January 22 at 1:00pm 
Join us for a time of fellowship, fun and faith!  Friends are always welcome.  Text 
Pastor Sara at 920-550-1160 if you have any questions.
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