
Sunday, January 29, 2023 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  

Rev. Sara Gorman 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
You have a place at God’s table.  You have a place here.



 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, 
 whose mercy endures forever.  
C Amen. 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

 Amen. 



P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 

GATHERING SONG:  Give Me Jesus (770) 



GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

KYRIE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. 
C Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your 

kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a 
hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving 
for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see 
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Micah 6:1-8 
R A reading from Micah. 

 1Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 



 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 

R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
R A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 



 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of 
you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 188) 



GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and 
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began 
to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON  

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  Rise Up O Saints of God (669) 

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Following the hymn of the day, those being welcomed, representative/s of the 
congregation, and ministers gather at the font or at a convenient place before the 
assembly. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly in these or similar words. 
P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and 

for these people, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we 
welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this 
congregation. 

A representative of the congregation or the presiding minister may introduce each new 
member or household. 
A Brad and Kate Jaeger have come to our congregation 

from West Middleton Lutheran Church in Verona, Wisconsin. 



Please stand. 

CREED  
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Address and Questions 
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 
P In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent 

to share in the mission of God. We are called to live among 
God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth. 



Sister and brother in Christ, 
do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 

Those being welcomed respond. 
 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
P People of God, 

do you promise to support and pray 
for these new members in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Welcome 
Those being welcomed face the assembly. A representative of the congregation 
addresses the assembly. 
A Let us welcome our sister and brother in Christ to this 

community of faith. 
C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

The new members return to their places within the assembly. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 

PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 



The assembly is seated. 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

Offertory Song: Instrumental 

Please stand. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray, 
C Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C Amen. 

The assembly may be seated. 

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to the Lord's table. You do not need to be a member of this 
congregation nor a Lutheran. Communion is a gift from God for the people of God, no 
matter where they are on their faith journey.  
Gluten-free bread is available, as is grape juice.  If you have questions about Baptism, 
Holy Communion, or faith, please take a moment and speak with the pastor. 

 



COMMUNION SONGS 
Canticle of the Turning (723) 



Make Me A Servant 

 

Make Me A Servant
Words and Music by

Kelly Willard

CCLI Song # 33131
© 1982 CCCM Music | Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing | Willing Heart Music

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 935600
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Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (708) 

Please stand. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
C Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 

abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do 
justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

 Amen. 

The assembly stands. 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
P The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 

C Amen. 

SENDING SONG: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (551) 



DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Important Announcements 
Check the weekly email (contact office@redeemerplymouth.org to subscribe) or our website 

(redeemerplymouth.org) for a complete list of announcements and community events

Annual Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, January 29, 10:30am 

All voting members are encouraged to attend.  
Voting members are those members who have 
made a financial contribution and who have 
received communion in the past 12 months. 

Confirmation Class 
Wednesday, February 1, 6:00pm 

Middle School students should plan to 
attend.

Sunday School February 5 
All ages are welcome to participate in 
our Sunday School.  We will be 
meeting today after worship in the 
Gathering Room.  We plan to hold 
class the first and third Sunday of the 
month.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Sara. 

Calling All High School Youth!   
Join us February 12  

at 1:00pm 

Join us for a time of fellowship, fun and 
faith!  Friends are always welcome.  
Text Pastor Sara at 920-550-1160 if 
you have any questions.

Intergenerational Event 
Sunday, February 19, 10:15am 
Sign up today!  If you have questions, 
contact Jessica Nelson 920-838-6259 

jessican6244@gmail.com

TODAY!

Volunteers are Needed for Various 
Ministries of our Church 

Contact the office or Pastor Sara for more information. 

Sunday School 
Confirmation 
VBS 
Worship Assistants 
AV Techs 
Librarian 

Altar Guild 
Kitchen 
Property 
Christian Life Team 
Community Outreach 
Team 

http://redeemerplymouth.org
mailto:jessican6244@gmail.com

